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•  SIGS	  	  
•  Business	  
•  Math	  




•  Systems	  Engineering	  
•  SSAG	  
•  Mechanical	  &	  Aerospace	  Engineering	  
•  Computer	  Sciences	  
•  Cyber	  Academic	  Group	  
•  Defense	  Analysis	  
•  InformaCon	  Science	  
•  OperaCons	  Research	  
•  NaConal	  Security	  Affairs	  
•  Homeland	  Security	  
Different	  Schools	  	  














BoKom	  Line	  Up	  Front:	  
Not	  all	  papers	  in	  all	  




•  Review	  the	  elements	  common	  to	  most	  papers	  
and	  theses	  
•  PracCce	  wriCng	  to	  a	  couple	  of	  these	  elements	  
•  PracCce	  determining	  what	  goes	  where	  
•  Review	  the	  different	  types	  of	  academic	  papers	  
•  Review	  some	  wriCng	  Cps	  
Elements	  Common	  to	  Most	  Papers	  or	  
Theses	  
•  Abstract	  (maybe,	  probably,	  yes!)	  
•  ExecuCve	  Summary	  (double	  maybe,	  depends)	  
•  IntroducCon	  
•  Body	  of	  Paper	  
•  Conclusion	  
•  Appendix	  (seriously	  maybe,	  except	  for	  theses)	  
•  Glossary	  (shaky	  maybe,	  except	  for	  theses)	  	  
Abstract	  
•  ScienCfic	  Papers	  –	  Provide	  Results	  
Abstract	  
•  ScienCfic	  Papers	  –	  Provide	  Results	  
•  Non-­‐ScienCfic	  Papers	  –	  Give	  your	  reader	  a	  
reason	  to	  read	  (or	  not	  read)	  the	  arCcle	  
•  Reports	  about	  the	  NaConal	  Security	  Agency's	  
program	  to	  collect	  vast	  amounts	  of	  data	  on	  
personal	  electronic	  communicaCons	  have	  
created	  an	  uproar	  about	  the	  implicaCons	  for	  
privacy.	  "The	  false	  posiCves	  will	  kill	  you	  in	  this	  
kind	  of	  system,"	  said	  Bruce	  Schneier,	  a	  security	  
technologist	  at	  U.K.	  telecommunicaCons	  
company	  BT	  Group	  PLC.	  Some	  staCsCcians,	  
though,	  disagreed-­‐-­‐while	  emphasizing	  that	  they	  
were	  commenCng	  on	  the	  quesCon	  of	  whether	  
the	  tool	  was	  effecCve	  and	  not	  on	  its	  implicaCons	  
for	  privacy	  and	  civil	  liberCes.	  	  
ExecuCve	  Summary	  
•  Expanded	  Abstract	  
– Think	  of	  it	  as	  an	  Abstract	  on	  Steroids	  
•  May	  Include	  history,	  background,	  
methodology,	  key	  words	  
IntroducCon	  
•  Establish	  relevancy	  
•  Engage	  your	  reader	  
•  State	  the	  problem	  
•  State	  the	  purpose	  of	  
your	  paper	  
•  Give	  your	  reader	  a	  
reason	  to	  read	  




–  What	  not	  
–  How	  
–  And	  maybe	  “Who”	  
IntroducCon	  
•  “In	  this	  paper	  I	  will	  .	  .	  .	  “	  
	   	   	   	  Or	  
•  “This	  paper	  will	  .	  .	  .	  .	  	  
	   	   	   	  Or	  
•  “In	  this	  paper	  the	  author	  will	  .	  .	  .	  .	  	  
	   	   	  THAT’S	  YOUR	  THESIS!!!!	  
THE	  BODY	  OF	  YOUR	  PAPER	  






•  Discussion	  of	  findings	  
•  RecommendaCons	  
•  Graphics	  
•  Analysis	  of	  text	  
•  Support	  from	  other	  sources	  	  for	  
your	  posiCon	  	  
•  Logical	  development	  and	  
progression	  of	  your	  ideas	  
•  RecogniCon	  of	  any	  counter	  
argument	  
•  LimiCng	  factors	  in	  your	  study	  
	  
Your	  Conclusion	  
May	  include	  any	  	  
of	  these	  
But	  not	  these	  
	  
•  What	  your	  paper	  has	  led	  to	  
•  What	  the	  results	  show	  
•  Summary	  of	  why	  your	  argument	  I	  
strong	  
•  New	  informaCon	  not	  included	  in	  
your	  paper	  
•  New	  issues	  or	  topics	  not	  included	  
in	  your	  paper	  
	  
Appendix	  
•  InteresCng	  stuff	  
possibly	  alluded	  to	  in	  
your	  paper,	  but	  not	  
necessarily	  included	  
in	  the	  structure	  and	  









•  ExplanaCons	  of	  
terms	  










•  Get	  to	  the	  point	  
– Be	  concise	  
•  Stay	  on	  the	  point	  
– Be	  focused	  
– Get	  to	  the	  point	  
– Stay	  focused	  on	  main	  argument	  
–  Include	  only	  details	  in	  main	  argument	  
Tips	  
•  Everything	  else	  goes	  into	  the	  appendix	  

•  Answer	  a	  quesCon	  
•  Establish	  relevancy	  
•  Provide	  any	  necessary	  
historical	  background	  
•  Define	  any	  necessary	  
terms	  
•  Offer	  a	  clear	  thesis	  
•  Develop	  and	  support	  
your	  thesis	  w/	  a	  logical	  
argument	  
•  Rely	  on	  current	  and/or	  
appropriate	  sources	  
•  Address	  any	  strong	  
counter	  arguments	  
•  Write	  a	  technically	  
correct	  and	  engagingly	  
wriKen	  paper	  
•  Offer	  a	  clear,	  
summarizing	  conclusion	  
•  Document	  your	  paper	  
correctly	  
